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speak of him with love and, like die schoolmaster's wife, with hate.
In London I had read of an interview with him in which he said that
unless Slovakia was appeased in her political aspiration for com-
plete autonomy she would find her own way of realizing it. This
sounded like a threat of secession.

Son of a peasant from a village near Rozhemberok, his last home,
Hlinka had all his life fought against Hungary for the liberation of
his people.  When he was a young man Hungarian soldiers had
shot a number of people in his church. He had served a sentence
in jail under the old Hapsburg empire. He had roused the sym-
pathy of Professor Seton Watson who had given thirty years of his
life to fighting for the cause of the Slovaks.  Hlinka's name had
been a symbol of martyrdom and of the liberation of suppressed
peoples.   In pre-war days Czechs and Slovaks in Bohemia had
helped and courted and defended him. Yet now even in the midst
of the ever-rising threat of Nazi Germany to the Republic of which
Slovakia was an organic and important part, Hlinka had been
fiercely critical of the Czechs Derer and of those Slovaks like Hodza,
the Prime Minister, and the Minister of Justice and others in high
positions in the Republic, who balked at the immediate gratification
of his demands.  Around him were gathering all the recalcitrant
sections of Slovakia, honest patriots who feared that the highly
competent Czechs would in time dissolve the differences in the
cultures of the two peoples and that the Slovaks would cease to be
a separate nation, as well as unscrupulous politicians with a lust for
power and for gain, who had a pronounced hatred for the
democracy and the humanitarianism of the Czechs, and who
perceived in Hlinka a means of achieving their goal.

Not of course that Hlinka and his People's Party, with all the
power and prestige and resources at their command, enjoyed the
undisputed support of all Slovaks. Out of the 61 deputies to the
Prague Parliament from Slovakia 9 represented the Hungarian
minority, 30 the coalition parties which made up the Czechoslovak
Government and only 22 die Hlinka's People's Party. Masaryk, the
father of the Republic, was a Slovak. StefFanik, the professor of
astronomy, who during the world war became a legionnaire and
was raised to the rank of general in the French army and was with
Masaryk and Benes the guiding genius of the revolution which